Dear iiandy, 10/7/78 

I’m very glad your index came today- There v s rush endimpcrtant FOIA w ork I’d 
planned only thosex records, coining by special delivery, didn't coiae. So I used the 
time to go over all of your index and it is quite valuable, hany thanks. 

If you have done no other Sections then you'll not need this record. But if you 
need a record what you sent is.e is £2—109050, Sections 100 through 131. If end when you 
do the rest I'll be anxious to get it. 

When you do, if you can, Z suggest that having the referrals r,t the same point 
can be helpful. I made a separate list of them as I read your index. 

Too orvi we could not have been in touch when you were reading these records. What 
may not have seemed to have significance to you might have triggered some of ray 
recollection of the %sv Orleans days. Without reading the records themselves I 
can't be sure but there does seem to be a pattern and there is at least reason to 
suspect that some of those in whom ^arriaon were interested may bad had CIA links. 

I found a few references to me other than those you were kind enough to take the 
time to flag'. When I canx I'll b® going over them. I have separate copies of some from 
my //// PA request. % major interests in these are what I didn^t get under PA and 
the fabrications they released after - 1 invoked __ PA. 

Some of the Lab records may be of value in one of my suits. You've flagged a couple. 

I would like to know if you are going to do more like this because I want to plan 
on how and where I'll keep them. If there is going to be enou^i to bind then I'll find 
some way of starting that way. 

If you did not keep a carbon you asked what I think about the future of the JFK 
case and the future role of the critics. It was kind of you to realize that I am pressed 
for time but I've changed today's working shcedule and where young people are serious 
and ask reasonable question I do try to be informative, while this doss take time I 
think it is not an unproductive way of spending time. What I don't like is silly question 

I wish I had a copy of a speech I drafted for a meeting at the MTU law school the 
end of April 1975. I never ted a chance to read and cut the draft and I got sick and 
couldn't read the speech, ^im Lesar read it for me. I anticipated what was coming with 
both the committee and the so-called critics and I tried to inject seme reason and 
sanity, perhaps also caution, but among those who hungered for a committee— AMY com- 
mittee - it was not well received and among none was it heeded. The result is iiiat 
iuta and self-seekers begat nuts and irresponsibles. There was no way any committee 
under Downing or Gonzalez would be responsible. With that beginning complicated, by the 
appointment of a gung ho! prosecutor type, to run it disas&ter was certain. And it has 
come under Blakey, who had the same mentality and past but is a different, quieter 
type and a proficient coverup .artist. There has not been a serious investigation under 
him and there would have been a different path to the same place under Sprague. The 
committee has not brought anything reslly new to light. It did us no good for them to 
identify the nuts and belabor them because they were eaeeful to make it appear that 
the wild ones represent all of us. So we are tarred with them and in varying degrees 
will continue to suffer this. 

- dina rily I wpuld try to answer about the critics by separating those who were 
so -ju .'or this committee after the kind of committee it is was clear enough and those 
who understood. There are sc few of the latter I can" t make that distinction, for 
practical purposes all the other critics are in the first group. And I can t speak for 
them. What I hear them saying for themselves is unpersuasive. I think also unwise. 

When as AlB and Loch have said they did some good, I disagree with saying this® 

Our remarks should be addressed only at exposing them for what they set out to do and 
did do, not appearing to be grateful for a few inconsequential crumbs. Those who profess 
tiie committee did good are not real subject experts or have strange wajs of thinking. 
Some are both. 

I don't see any good coming from speaking well of those who have been dishonest 
because maybe they were dishonest only about 95$ of the time. I'd rather say they 
were dishonest than say they were honest because 5,$_of the time maybe they were. 

Vhil ; the committee's report, the effot of its hearings to co:e and, those held 




2 



h^ci^is : 1 ° P f ar aua , 0plni0n - I2 ^ er attitudes to ail of this can’t be predicted, ay 

accepted t^TZL ' ^° r aedia “«* thc offic ^ People the committee will be 
d.ccepxea as ti.e commission was. 

^ ailyone caa do expect Point out flaws and continuing tc inform himself 
accurately i cannot now say. I will speak for myself . 

i am pleased that, you do not now emphasize theories about conspiracies ^ 
insteaa spea* ox t,e effect on the country, i’his is right and important. It T' the 
correc t ana proper way to think an i speak about the subject, although most a 0 Tl 

fu . 1Jre f+ am x a1 ?! ! ay±n ? that as 1 see& U the 7016 the critics should in’ the 

it should have oeen in the oast. I put it this war because I x V „ 

most oi tnose who received attention in the past were not responsible. 

wor ay sal i i will try to do as I have been trying and doin-% 

The anenoing of Folk and the campaign to create this Frankenstein coincided a- 
dxd Jin W's having some tine for the FOIA suits. For me these’ St beS t Wi Tt 
way anu vdlx be. There is no substitute for fact .and we have suffer >d no gr-ater 
liabalxty than from all the idle and usually wild theorising. a 1^ all 

w ®f e irr3levant but the F attracted attention and for most ksp thc attention 
alive aon .he money coming in from exciting speechesnthst rioned of t*e mind'-’ of a 
colxege generation. There is no way we can undoe what these ceoole h-=vs tinp and no 
way tney can escape the responsibility. I doubt any of them will n thi-- wnv '* 

I taka ! hat th ® f 13 pe ? Ple Wili be thiaj£in * PJld ^ing. Jeff sent V what 

in fL^e^ n 1 naW3l,;tter “ d *'*• expressed my disagreement to him 

t • , ' mall ' 5d yesterday or today. I am aware of their financial problems 1 

. here present abroach will magnify these. While I'm not really famiUar“with 
,^ tey a curing the bearings I'm sure it kept them busy and that they did what 
xney znougnz znay should do* I've not spoken to any of them. 

, „ may not have discussed it when you were here with then but Inst Mav I 3 Md 
I^id ahou g a be done for 2111 3t the hearings , to them and to Fensterwald. 

Iv oil ^ tx f* They did not want dt ^ 1 remained at home doinr 

y leaving it ail to them. We could not have stoooed a d-t-rmined 

ojmaittee out we could have made a vast difference. They could’ have b~»r c-po-ed 

3itUati ° n “ thS pr63S We ^ ^ a~chance°of soke 
X. b-ttin^ attention, xhat now is prxst. i won t do this now be -au^c n c „„* + 

succeed now. I wouldn't do it in the Kdnf hearings in any event becTuso‘a.o Ton- , s 

An,T>,TT ay x S la -’f er ther ® Wiil be added 3X1(1 serious Problems. I will stay aloof. 

And by tu* tic* they m>id t eir next Ji% hearing their report will bo written. 

aiioafcuig it in the media anti popular minds was one of the our roses of the «how 
tney put on. 

X distmpiish between Jeff and -ob as people and think they are good pAorji* 
anu what has happened, all x could do with they is say what I think and this I did. 
i reaxxy did not hold what I regard as a bad AIB oast against them 
wVK 10U , rei ' er *° 3 f m£tratin battle. Don't let’ it frustrate you! Nothin.- that is 

tSt^^tri to ® Ver C °~ Sd 8e f* V 0 ?re i ,arcd for this reality. What is important is 
X,. Wc try UJ improve any such situation. This is not impossible, ’what is impossible 
is^an a usolute and x woila encourage you not to expect it because that can be frus- 
Tf ^® and Very g^snouraging. it is not easy not to expect and want what can't be 
aoc. it is important to strive for the most but try to sec and accent the world »s 
it real ±y is 0 * 

™n thaaks * 1 h0?e ycu find sch ° o1 interesting and rewarding and that you do 

«ex_. nnen oyu are near here again please stop off. 



•Best wishes. 




